Blood tests

Everyone with hepatitis B needs regular monitoring and that includes
six-monthly blood tests to check the health of their liver. But what tests
should primary healthcare providers be doing and why?

Liver function tests (LFTs):

Check for active liver inflammation.
Anti-viral medication may be
considered depending on patient
results.

Patients can have hepatitis B even if their LFTs are normal. If your patient
has risk factors for hepatitis B, please screen them with the above tests.

If your patient’s liver blood tests are abnormal and you want to see
if hepatitis B could be the cause, the best test to do is the hepatitis B viral
load (HBV DNA).
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